
Governing risk society: Increasing local adaptive capacity 

by planning and learning networks (GOVRISK)
Gro Sandkjær Hanssen

Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research



Vulnerability for weather and natural hazards
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Three major challenges

• The translation 
challenge

• The coordination 
challenge

• The political 
challenge

How can planning and learning networks 
increase local adaptive capacity? 
(GOVRISK: Governing risk society)
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The translation challenge







National level: 4 Ministries, 3 National Agencies (with
regional offices)

Difficult to ensure internal coordination in municipalities

• Difficult to ensure coordination between planning department
and water/waste water department

The coordination challenge



Institutionalized cross-sector cooperation?

1

18

35

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Climate coordinator Established internal
cross-sector

group/arena for
climate adaptation

Organised cooperation
between planning

department and waste
water department



Who in your municipality has the administrative 

responsibility for climate change adaptation?
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NETWORKS



• Especially important in this policy field 
– From hard science to local policy and planning: many steps of translation

• “Boundary organisations” 
– Ensure“negotiations between science assessments and decision-making 

and in the context of regional and local adaptation» (Corfee-Morlot mfl
2011:182)

– Knowledge producers, knowledge “users” of knowledge, and 
controlling/supervising authorities (National agencies, County governor)

• Examples
– Cities of the future

– Professional organizations

– INTERREG, EU-research projects

– Civil protection network

– Regional (multi-level) networks

NETWORKS: Can learning networks contribute to 

increase local adaptive capacity? 



Networks 

Do you attend networks/cooperations with external actors related to the
following policy-fields? 
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What is the contribution of networks

in climate change adaptation? 



Hvordan kan lærende nettverk bidra?
What is the contribution of networks

in climate change adaptation? 
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The translation challenge
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Climate change adaptation as local policy



To what extent are the following actors in your 

municipality concerned with climate change related 

questions?
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The end



Perception of human activity impact on climate change
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To what extent du you consider your 

municipality to be capable of handling the 

effects of climate change?
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